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“Advent Daily Devotional 2009” was written by those who attend Santiago Community Church in Santiago, Chile. Advent is the beginning of the Church Year for most churches in the Western tradition. It begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas Day, which is the Sunday nearest November 30, and ends on December 24. If Christmas Eve is a Sunday, it is counted as the fourth Sunday of Advent, with Christmas Eve proper beginning at sundown.

The word Advent means "coming" or "arrival." The focus of the entire season is the celebration of the birth of Jesus the Christ in his First Advent, and the anticipation of the return of Christ the King in his Second Advent. Thus, Advent is far more than simply marking a 2,000 year old event in history. It is celebrating a truth about God, the revelation of God in Christ whereby all of creation might be reconciled to God. That is a process in which we now participate, and the consummation of which we anticipate.

In this double focus on past and future, Advent also symbolizes the spiritual journey of individuals and a congregation, as they affirm that Christ has come, that He is present in the world today, and that He will come again in power. That acknowledgment provides a basis for Kingdom ethics, for holy living arising from a profound sense that we live "between the times" and are called to be faithful stewards of what is entrusted to us as God’s people. So, as the church celebrates God’s inbreaking into history in the Incarnation, and anticipates a future consummation to that history for which "all creation is groaning awaiting its redemption," it also confesses its own responsibility as a people commissioned to "love the Lord your God with all your heart" and to "love your neighbor as yourself." (Taken from “Advent” by Dennis Bratcher).


The verses that have been used are taken from The Daily Lectionary, which is arranged in a two-year cycle. This Daily Lectionary comes from The Book of Common Prayer of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the United States, and is also used by many Lutherans, Methodists, Presbyterians and other mainline Protestants. You are encouraged, when possible, to read the entire scripture passage from your own Bible, as many times only a partial scripture was printed in this devotional.


Many thanks go to the writers and artists who contributed to this devotional. This diverse group of men and women, boys and girls come from nine different countries and even more diverse faith perspectives. They are united, however, in their love of God and commitment to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit. We invite you to pray for each writer as you use this devotional.

Sunday, November 29




Psalm 146


The Lord is the only One who is forever faithful.  The Lord is mighty and just:  in righting wrongs; restoring health; feeding the hungry; freeing those imprisoned; and aiding those who feel alone.  How does He do this? By being there for us, lending His presence, nourishing us with spiritual food, freeing our hearts and minds to follow Him, and giving us a spirit of service.
It is right to give thanks and praise to the Lord for He is the only One who truly merits it.  For He is always there, He is forever faithful.  Oftentimes, we feel His presence most when we are suffering.  In fact, He promises us that we will experience the pain of suffering.  However, He also promises us that He will always be there with us to see us through it.


 Even in our darkest of moments, when we feel utterly alone, we often cry out to the Lord with a simple prayer like, “Help me, Oh Lord!”  Why do we do that?  For we instinctively know that He is listening, that He is there for us, that He is our help, our rock and our refuge.  We take comfort in that promise, and rightly so.  For that very peace that Jesus imparted to us all before being resurrected, is the peace of knowing that He is with us every step of the way, whatever which way our journey takes us.  “Praise the Lord, Oh my soul,” for He is forever faithful.

Katie Fox – U.S.A. Wife, soon to be mother, teacher, youth leader

Monday, November 30                              

 Matthew 21:1-11

v.4-5 “This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:  Say to the Daughter of Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt the foal of a donkey.´”

As we approach Advent with the birth of our wonderful saviour “The Lord Jesus Christ,” this scripture presses on me just how mighty “The Lord” is and yet so humble.  There “He” is, the “King of Kings” and “Lord of lords” riding into Jerusalem on a donkey.

Being a great lover of nature and all God’s creation, I feel sometimes overwhelmed by “His” unconditional love for us.  A couple of weeks ago, one of my female canaries, for some unknown reason, was struggling for breath with her head through the bars of the bottom of the cage.  I decided that there was only one thing that I could do for her and that was to pray.  Within a minute of doing so, she started shaking her head, but again and again, she continually fell between the bars.  After some time, I threw the cover over the cage and thought, “If it’s God’s will, she’ll be there in the morning.”  Upon removing the cover the following day, there she was as large as life – the crisis period was over!

 

I’m not very disciplined in the area of prayer at times, but this was yet another personal experience of “Our Lord” reaffirming that no matter how insignificant we may think our concerns or prayers may be, “He” is waiting for us to share and communicate with “Him.”

 

“What an amazing friend we all have in Jesus and what a privilege it is for us to carry everything to God in prayer.”

 

Mary Oldfield

New Zealand, English teacher

Tuesday, December 1


           

   Psalm 5:3

“In the morning, o Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait in expectation.”
Well, I must admit, I read this verse and it certainly distracted me and took me off on a bit of a tangent.  Morning at our house, as I am sure it is at many of yours that have children, is a morning of waking up sleepy kids, trying to find uniforms that may or may not have been put out the night before, preparing snacks, rushing kids to finish breakfast, to brush their teeth, to put on their shoes, and to hopefully make it in time before the bus arrives.  In the morning my voice is certainly heard, by God and occasionally by my children.  My hope is that, not by too many of the neighbors.  My requests are certainly made (sometimes over and over) and boy do I wait in expectation.  

My challenge as I read this verse is that I find a peaceful time to lay my requests and to listen to what God has for me that day.  As I lay my requests, my expectations are sometimes flawed and mistaken, possibly similar to the Jews in the time of Jesus’ birth where they expected a strong and mighty warrior to be their liberating king.  Instead, the birth of the King came in the form of a loving, caring, forgiving and humble baby.  As I listen to God’s voice, my hope, especially in this advent season, is for me to listen for those opportunities to show forgiveness, humility, respect, love and to care for those around me.  Trusting at all times that God is with me, loving and guiding me throughout my day.

Elizabeth Tesman

Puerto Rico, Mother of three boys
Wednesday, December 2



            
Psalm 119

New Living Translation “Hands on Bible”

It is stated in verse one that God wants us to be joyful, and not just at Christmas. This joy does not come from doing what we want but from following His instructions.  As we hide His word in our hearts (verse 11) through reading, meditating, praying and understanding them, then our actions will begin to demonstrate that we are obedient to Him.  When our eyes are open to see his wonderful truths, we become thankful, and willingly and naturally obey Him.  “Our way can become pure”, verse 9.

Pray that God continues to open our eyes to clearly see His truths for our lives. That we continually seek Him and His word for guidance in every decision we make whether it is small or huge and overwhelming.  Give thanks that His truths are there to help us in this foreign land (Earth) and that He guides us through our time here.  Give thanks that we have a God that loves us enough to give us instruction so that we know what we have to do!  Give thanks for the friend we have in Jesus and through Him we now know the Father.

Susan Perring, a New Zealander enjoying a long visit, on this continent with her husband and two children
Thursday, December 3                     

      Psalm 18 1-20 (NIV)

A mighty, powerful, earthquake-causing God….

…. small, frightened, powerless me….

What possible link is there between us? Why ever should a God that big be concerned with my pathetic situation/ problem/ enemy?

This is the OLD Testament, not the New, and the images are strong ones.  This is a God who deals in thunderstorms, hailstones, fire and smoke and the wings of the wind, yet the Psalmist calls Him a rock, a fortress, a deliverer and a shield.  The words were written thousands of years ago and yet to me the language is immediately relevant.

I so often feel overwhelmed by circumstances, ‘entangled in cords of death’, in fact I sometimes get overwhelmed by things that other people apparently cope with quite easily.  The important thing is that I do call to the Lord in my distress and He hears me. 

Why?  The answer is in verse 19: ‘He rescues me because He delights in me’.  ‘Delight’ is such an amazing word, full of light and joy, another word for smiling, open-armed love and acceptance.  He loves me so much that He ‘parts the heavens and comes down’ (v.9).  It doesn’t sound to me like a harsh, judgmental God, out to spot and punish my every failure.  It sounds like a loving father coming to the rescue of a child who has got into a mess…. in other words, the very same God who came in Jesus to rescue me for all eternity.

Like the Psalmist, I want to shout: ‘I love you, O Lord, my strength’!

Linda Craddock (England)

Mum, Granny, musician, teacher, translator, country-lover and 
follower of Jesus.
Friday, December 4
           

Psalm 16  (NIV)
An Ode to You    
I slam you out,
The room cringes.

You lean against the door,

And wait.

Once cooled down,

Ashamed, I let you in.

Your face shines,

Your arms shroud me. 

Protected,

I press against you.

You´ll never leave me. 

I believe that now.

Tania Jadresic, Chile, Seeker of Christ, EFL and Drama Club Teacher

Friday, December 4



Matthew 22:1-14

Antony Rossi, Age 11, 5th grader at The Grange, plays piano and World of Warcraft
Saturday, December 5




 Jude 17-25

I started writing this meditation in completely the wrong frame of mind. I was coerced into writing one at all, feel tired and cross, have a sore neck and am generally feeling that life is too much for me. As usual, it’s the last minute and I still haven’t written anything… I have had much more important things to do. What’s wrong?  Why am I in this mess? What is all this about?

 

I look at the list of readings from the lectionary.  The reading from Amos 5:18-27 is one of those dreadful Old Testament scriptures where God is so displeased with Israel that he sends them into exile and it seems clear that they deserve it. Psalm 20 on the other hand is full of hope, a typical triumphant song of victory and encouragement.  What is God trying to say to me?  

 

Matthew 22:15-22 seems easy enough… Jesus and paying taxes to Caesar… we’ve all read that one… It shows how Jesus navigates through a very difficult situation and avoids a check-mate situation where either obvious answer to the question would be a disaster.

 

Jude 17-25… where’s Jude… very end of the New Testament… just before Revelation.  In the brief letter addressed to the early church he spends most of his time warning against false teachers.  He addresses his letter “To those who have been called by God, who live in the love of God the Father and protection of Jesus Christ:  May mercy, peace and love be yours in full measure.”  

 

However, in the passage for today we read warnings and instructions.  We read of people who will make fun of us, who follow their own godless desires… Yet Jude encourages us to “…build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit. 21Keep yourselves in God's love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life…”

 

The variety of the passages is amazing, yet it seems to represent accurately the diversity of human condition and our relationship with God.  As a people, we swing from elation to depression, happiness to sadness, good to sin, being wronged to doing wrong. 

 

We can take encouragement from Jude’s address.  Yes we have been called by God, live in his love and are protected by Jesus… it’s back to basics… centre on the Lord.  Everything else in our life may fall apart but God’s love never fails.  As we prepare for Christmas, may the Lord help us to centre on Him, forgiving, loving, sharing, praying, showing mercy, remembering that Jesus was born that he might die for us.  That is real love… and that’s what’s important.   

 

David Cobb
Born in England but Chile is home; Father of two; boat builder
Sunday, December 6



Psalm148

Jonathan Lewis, Age 13, born in US, Canadian citizenship and has lived in six different countries, swimmer since age 3. 

Monday, December 7                            

Psalm 25 (NIV)

 1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

 2 in you I trust, O my God. 
    Do not let me be put to shame,

 4 Show me your ways, O LORD, 
    teach me your paths; 

 10 All the ways of the LORD are loving and faithful 
     for those who keep the demands of his covenant. 

I chose December 7th because it is my birthday.  What better time for reflection.

In reading this psalm, I was blown away by how deeply it touched me.

When we moved to Chile almost two years ago, we considered ourselves Christians. We were active members of our parish, we attended Church regularly.  Little did we know the path the Lord had set out for us.

Upon arriving in Chile, we discovered  SCC and our lives began to change.  We began to grow.   We are constantly discovering ways in which we can give more of ourselves, to the Church, to the Community, to others in Need.  There are SO many in need.

The Lord is with us every step of our journey.  We just forget.  We get lost in the day to day worries and the hustle and bustle that becomes our life.   

It is when we take the time to reflect, that we realize how we have lost our way.  We are moving mindlessly forward.  We have stopped looking. We have stopped listening.

In this Advent Season, let us slow down.  Let us keep our minds focused on the true meaning of this Season.  Let us allow ourselves to be guided in the Lord’s loving and faithful ways.  

Janis Fuentes

Canadian married to a Chilean

Mother of two beautiful girls

Loves:  Gardening and Discovering the Beauty of Nature

Tuesday, December 8




Matthew 22:34-40
Ellie Spande, USA, Kindergartner
Wednesday, December 9


Matthew 23 and Psalm 38
 Matthew 23 talks about “woe to the teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites”.   It says “do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach”.  Initially, reading this passage we thought “whoa – slow down – this is a tough message”.  But then, once we got past the finger-pointing, we realized that this can be a challenge – to live life true to God’s will.

We remember Gord, who was a father (grandfather, father-in-law).  He served others, his wife, family and friends.  He lived following the path of Christ, but was not considered “Christian” in the traditional sense.  He adhered to the example of living true to Your word, doing the right thing, not always the popular choice, and not only for appearances.  He could have written Psalm 38, a petition from David, during the last years of his life.  He suffered the loss of his wife to cancer, and then battled terminal cancer himself.  Instead of being woeful and trying to prove his way with God, he was thankful for all he had and was comfortable with his “soul”.  We believe he would not have been forsaken, as he earned his rightful place with God.

We all take different paths and can have a variety of interpretations for the same events.  Help us to learn from good examples, to see the acts of kindness and the positive influences all around us.  Help us to live according to what You want and to be reminded of Christ’s goodness especially during this time of advent.

Simone Harris-Lowe, with help and input from Sarah and Keith Harris-Lowe – all Canadians

Thursday, December 10        

 Psalm 37:1-10, Matthew 23:23-26

“What is present to me is what has a hold on my becoming." 

How obvious, and how profound.  

This line comes from the guided Ignatian prayer website Sacred Space (www.sacredspace.ie), run by the Irish Jesuits.  I think it is stunning for its simplicity, for its obvious truth, and for its implications. What thoughts have a hold on us during a typical day?  The things we need to accomplish at work and at home, worrying about the future, our insecurities, brooding about a slight from someone else, comparing ourselves to others, delighting in others' failings.  

Too often our natural tendency is to worry, brood, and hold grudges--to focus on the negative even despite all the obvious blessings and God's constant love around us.  Similarly, when we do think critically, too often our thoughts turn to condemning others--as the psalmist and Jesus warn us against--or despair at our own failings.  No wonder we sometimes feel stressed, sad, and anxious.  When we focus on God and on living as Jesus has taught us--knowing that we are loved even despite our imperfections--how can we not be happier, more relaxed, and more present to the truly important things in our lives?  My grandmother used to start every day by going outside to give a prayer of gratitude for the day.  What a simple, but potentially attitude-altering, practice. 

The season of Advent is about preparing for the arrival God's greatest gift, Jesus.  It's the perfect time to try to filter out our other preoccupations and the commercial trappings of Christmas and focus on God's many gifts to us:  God's love, family, beautiful summer days, good food, health, and friends.

Jennifer Spande, USA, working mom
Friday, December 11                                       Matthew 23:27-39

This reading about show-offs reminds me how sometimes we want people to believe we are something we are really not. Like, for example if we give money to help others because we want everyone to think we are good, not just because we really care and want to help.  I think we are all show-offs sometimes and we have to try hard to be ourselves and do the right thing.  The reading says, “First clean the inside of a cup and then the outside will be clean.”  I think that means for us to do what we think is right on the inside and on the outside it will show without us even trying.  Lots of people try to be show-offs to have friends and be popular while you should be yourself. 

The reading also reminds me of the numerous show-off things we see all around at Christmas time.  Everyone is excited to celebrate Christmas by decorating the tree, buying presents and making special treats.  It is very easy to get caught up in the hustle and bustle of the holiday, fixing everything for Christmas, at least on the outside.  In this sense, the reading serves as an important reminder and goal for us this year.  This Advent season, as a family, we are going to take time out and try harder to learn and concentrate on the real meaning of Christmas. 

Antonia Bignotti (daughter)


Laurie Kelly (mother)
Chile, 5th grade student

USA, wife and working mother 

Saturday, December 12

Psalm 30

Haggai 2: 1-19

Revelation 3: 1-6

Matthew 24: 1-14

“Daunting” is the word that comes to my mind when I read today’s passages.  People in daunting circumstances.

In Psalm 30 David has been close to death and in deep despair.  He calls out to the Lord for mercy and the Lord hears him.  Illness and death are certainly daunting.

In Haggai, the remnant of Israel is called to a seemly impossible task:  to re-build the temple.  So few of them, so much work and such strong opposition.

In the Matthew passage, Jesus predicts the destruction of this same temple and unimaginably terrible times to come: persecution, death, wars, natural disasters and apostasy.

In Revelation, the church at Philadelphia is praised for standing firm in daunting circumstances. They are few and weak and yet they have overcome.

When I read these passages I see how God is faithful.  David is healed and restored.  The remnant of Israel stand up to very difficult circumstances and the foundations of the temple are laid - the same temple of which Jesus prophesizes destruction to his decuples.
To the church in Philadelphia God promises salvation to all who stand firm.

Our times are daunting too:  recession, unemployment, unrest, wars, terrorism, famine and natural disasters.  In our personal lives we might face poverty, separation, sickness or death.  But God still calls us to “hold fast” to “stand firm” to “be strong” because he is with us in our circumstances, and in the end he has promised we will be saved.

Pamela Yorston

From Argentina but now at home in Chile.

Sunday, December 13



Psalm 63 
English Standard Version

O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you;
my soul thirsts for you… 
So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary,
beholding your power and glory.
 

In a sparse desert setting, David sees only dry, weary land.  So he turns inward, remembering ‘I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your power and glory’. 

Such a memory was created for me on a recent sunny morning in Toronto. I walked to church, delighting in the crisp, clean air and the glorious autumn leaves – orange, red, copper, gold – that drifted down. Inside the sanctuary, light entering by stained-glass windows splintered in equally vivid colours. All was light.

The service was inspiring: the sermon encouraging, the prayers thoughtful, the music sublime. And then came the hymn, ‘O for a thousand tongues to sing’. At the end of the penultimate verse, the organist wandered off, musically speaking, as if he’d forgotten there was another verse to go. But as he played on, laying one dazzling layer of notes upon another, I realised he was weaving a brilliant chromatic expression of praise – praise of God’s power and glory. When the melody finally tipped naturally into the final verse, and voices all around me burst into song, I was so overcome that I could scarcely breathe, never mind sing. Such is the power of this memory, that I can imagine drawing upon it when the days turn cold, and darkness and winter descend.

Ellen Hawkins, hiker, dancer, writer
Monday, December 14


               Psalm 41
Tony Perring, A Kiwi in Chile, Teacher who loves discovering the world with his kids; cebiche on the beach; 'the beautiful game'
Tuesday, December 15


Revelation 3:14-22

Oh my, my.  John was upset with the churches, wasn’t he?  In our text, he tells the church at Laodicea, “You are neither cold nor hot and I want to spit you out of my mouth.  Repent of your passivity.  Repent of your so-so-ness and OVERCOME!  Then, Jesus will come in and feast with you.”

We welcome Jesus this season with the fervent hope that we will be filled with great energy and joy  in celebrating and proclaiming what God has done for us as individuals and for us as the church.
Danette Beavers, Exhausted Mother
Wednesday, December 16



Matthew 24:45-51
Whenever we read this passage, and we are asked to write about it, we may fall into the easy temptation of referring to the master just as another person. Nevertheless, this will not be the case.

What I'm going to write about is rationality and self-control.  In other words, about the inner master. Such a master also leaves occasionally, like when your lover is physically absent, or when you are in big troubles with your soul.  When it happens, we also tend to beat our inner fellow servants, and no example is more conspicuous than what we may do with our health, like when we smoke, or drink beyond measurement till our liver bursts out.  

Such inner master would not cut us to pieces, but surely he would make us face the consequences, and there would be weeping.  Yes, there would be weeping.

It is easy to point out "don't harm those who love you". How we beat our inner fellow servants is a subtle, albeit effective way to do so. We do not harm them directly, but still we punish them with  our suffering, our decadence, or even worse, we may impose on our loved ones, a cumbersome responsibility which they may not afford, and most of it is not of their belonging.

Sometimes we don't realize that we are beating ourselves. Furthermore, in a macabre masochism we might enjoy being beaten, like when we are enjoying our sorrow, sighing and cursing in a dim room for an ungrateful lady each one of us may have painfully loved, finding no spirit other than our whiskey, and no caress other than the one provided by our tears running down our cheeks.  

Christmas is a moment of faith. And usually faith is not the best way to keep us from beating our inner fellow servants, but it is the unique way.

Ricardo Arturo Pulgar

 Graduate in Economics at the Catholic University of Chile. He's researched about counterterrorism and behavioral economics. He likes playing the piano, writing poetry, dancing and going to the theatre. He speaks four languages (English, Spanish, French and Hebrew) His plans are to go to Israel. Has been coming to SCC since 1997. 

Thursday, December 17



Psalm 50: 23

“He who sacrifices thank offerings honors me” 

Receive our thank offerings, Lord Jesus. 

During this Advent season we thank you, Lord Jesus, for choosing to come to us as a human being – willing to face temptation, pain, hunger, tiredness, rejection, loneliness and even death on a cross – to be able to reveal God to us, to reconcile us with Him and to offer us eternal life – all out of love for a sinful, helpless mankind. 
We thank you for your impartial love, for your mercy, for your healing, for your patience, for your teaching, for your guidance, for your protection, for your comfort, for your friendship and for sending us your Holy Spirit to lead us through this life and into the next . All praise, honour and glory be to your precious name. 

Audrey Wilsdon

Wife, mother, church secretary …

Friday, December 18                                           Psalm 40 (NIV)

 
This Psalm opens with the words, "I waited patiently for the Lord:  he turned to me and heard my cry."   Further on it says, "he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand."

How comforting it is to be heard and even more so, to be listened to.   How comforting it is to be given a place of safety and security.   Is that not what most of us crave:   to be taken into account, to be loved and understood, to be assured of a safe place in which to grow - both humanly speaking and spiritually?   Christ’s purpose in coming to live amongst mankind was to do just that.  To give us that assurance, that, no matter what, He is always there with us, just a prayer away.   He cares for us and loves us above and beyond anything we could ever imagine. 
He came to give us that spiritual security of setting our feet upon a rock - something that can never be taken away.  Our faith may waver and be frail, but He is strong and his love endures forever.
 
As we await yet another Advent Season, let us remember the One who gave up all for us.   Let us remember the miracle of His birth.  As we sing the familiar Christmas carols, let us grasp the full meaning of all that is entailed, not just the familiar music, but let the words sink into our hearts.   Let us, as the psalmist says, have a new song in our mouths, a hymn of praise to our God for his Son.   

The motto of Jesus’ whole life was "Here I am, I have come to do your will".   Let us all try to follow that example, difficult as it is, but as He came for us, let us live for Him.  As verse 8 says "I desire to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart" .   How many times, have I desired to do his will, and yet gone ahead and done my own?  Too many!   

Every day has new beginnings so, as I await this new Advent season, I will keep his word and his promises close to my heart.
 
 
Penny Reid, 

Mother, grandmother and nature lover.   

Especially loves walks along the beaches.
Saturday, December 19
  
   Psalm 55, Matthew 25: 14-30   
It is difficult to accept the idea that David, a man who loved God and who was loved by God, would pray with such desperation in his heart:  “My heart is in anguish within me, the terrors of death assail me” (Psalm 55:4).  Does such a prayer sound familiar to us? 

What is then, the difference in being a believer or a non-believer?   We all face dark moments and all suffer and experience difficulties…  but there is a BIG difference.   We Christians have a Saviour and his promises are real:  “Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you:  He will never let the righteous fall” (Psalm 55:22).

While we are in the season of Advent, let’s take some time to meditate on all the blessings we have received this year and let us remember those facing difficulties.  Via a phone call, we can encourage the needy and the lonely and when our Lord comes in glory we will hear him say:   “Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world” (Matthew 25:34).

God bless you all!

Hector Barrientos

Proud Grandfather of Martin and Sebastian

Nature lover

Sunday, December 20



Genesis 3: 1-15


Genesis 3 verses 1-15 tells the story that all of us know; Adam and Eve being tempted by the serpent. It says here that the serpent was one of the craftiest of the creatures that God had created. Then it leads into Adam and Eve eating the fruit and having their eyes opened because now they knew the difference between right and wrong.  God comes soon after and the man starts to blame the woman, and the woman blames the serpent. God then refers to the serpent, saying that because of this deed he and man will never live in peace, the serpent will attack the heel of man and man will try and kill the serpent.


This was the first of man’s sins. Imagine this, we are on one side of a canyon and God is on the other side. There is no way that you could get across, until Jesus comes into the picture. In John 3 verses 16-21 it reads, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” Only Jesus can fill that empty space and bring us back to God. Since Adam and Eve ate the fruit, sinned, and were separated from God, God knew that sending his son, Jesus down in human form was the only way to bridge the gap and bring man back to himself.


In the reading from John, it also states that Jesus is the light, and because man has been sinning so long, and sins are evil, they would rather stay in the darkness than go and follow God. They do not want to go into the light because they are afraid that their sins will be revealed and they will be punished. Everyone who does evil hates the light, but whoever lives by the truth can come out into the light.

During this season of advent we remember the coming of Jesus into the world.  Jesus said that he is the truth so, if we live in him, we can come out into the light.  I would just like you all to remember that we have a choice, we can live in the darkness, or we can live in the light and be saved.

Janelle Lewis (12 yrs old)

“Home” country:  Canada and the United States

Loves to swim and play clarinet. 

Will do any hands on community service work

Monday, December 21



Luke 1:1-25 (NIV)

Bridie Woodfield, Australia, likes sports, drawing and hanging out with friends.

Tuesday, December 22




Luke 1:26-38
Renee Amber Szymanski, student, Australian

Tuesday, December 22



Matthew 21:1-11
Ellen Szymanski, student, Australian

Wednesday, December 23

Psalm 72

Luke 1: 39-56

Titus 2: 11 – 3: 8ª  NIV

The Lord is coming and he will judge his people in righteousness, defending the afflicted, protecting the needy from the oppressor.  He will deliver the needy who cry out, taking pity on the weak and rescuing them from oppression and violence – for their blood is precious.  He lifts up the humble and fills the hungry with good things, scattering the proud and sending the rich away.

And when he comes to us, he comes into a humble stable and associates with the poor, the afflicted, the despised, the hungry.  For disciples he chooses not the wealthy and powerful, but simple fishermen and tax-collectors.

He is a God of compassion and kindness, asking us to reflect his goodness in our lives, by not speaking ill of others, by being peaceable and considerate, and showing true humility towards all men.  But even when we fail to live up to his standards, his love and generosity are so limitless that we are redeemed by his grace.

Lord, as we approach the celebration of your coming to us in human form, fill us with your Holy Spirit, that we may be content with simplicity and be considerate with all people – especially the needy, the hungry, the suffering and the despised.  And when we fall short, forgive us and set us back on the track of that humble baby lying in a manger.

Richard Collingwood-Selby   

Home country Chile, country of origin England, country of birth China:  educator, organiser, hiker, reader.
Thursday, December 24


Matthew 1:18-25 (NIV)

Madeline Woodfield, Australia, loves horses, swimming, TP Club and Sleepover Club.

Friday, December 25

NIV 1 John 4 v7: “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.”

NIV 1 John 4 v12: “No-one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.”

On our first weekend in Santiago two years ago, we came to SCC.  We felt the love of God expressed through everyone we met in the church, from when we were greeted at the door, till when our new friends said goodbye after coffee.  Lonely and nervous in a strange country, we praised God for the love we felt. 

How wonderful now that I know, that when we love, we know God, and God lives in us.  If you see me peering at you in church, don’t worry, it is probably just because I am trying to remember your name.  But it might be because you have been loving people, and I am hoping for a glimpse of God.

Today is the fiesta of Jesus, who loves all of us.  A great time for us to share the love of God, and watch friends and family filled with God as they love others. 

Ross Gilfillan

South Africa/England

Husband & father, Nature lover

Jo Gilfillan, England. Mum to Mary & Jude, part-time student. Loves travelling, photography and horses. 
